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ยท

YaVLLQ Be\ WRXOd LLNe YRX TR
QXLW CaOOLQg HLP MRV Def
b\ ScRWW KRUb

hWWSV://ZZZ.\RXWXbe.cRP/ZaWch?Y=hPRIJQWPg9Z

AW a SeUfRUPaQce laVW AXgXVW, Whe delibeUaWe aQd VhaUSl\ dUeVVed ePcee,
ZhR iV alVR Zell kQRZQ aV aQ acWRU, aQQRXQced hiV ³Rfficial WUaQViWiRQ´ WR a
hXge aXdieQce gaWheUed iQ Whe SaUkiQg lRW Rf a SRSXlaU SXb aQd Si]]eUia iQ
AQchRUage, AlaVka: ³M\ SURfeVViRQal QaPe Zill be P\ chRVeQ aQd P\ legal
QaPe, Zhich iV YaViiQ Be\.ɾ« AQd I dRQ¶W ZaQW WR haYe WR ZaiW fRU iW WR be iQ
SRXUce RU VLbe RU VRPeSlace. I figXUe, Ze¶Ue all heUe. We caQ Vee each
RWheU.´ AQd WheQ he VSelled iW RXW fRU WheP: ³Y-A-S-I-I-N, fiUVW QaPe. LaVW
QaPe: B-E-Y.´

WheQ a feZ AlaVkaQV Pade VRPe diVaSSURYiQg QRiVeV, Be\ UeVSRQded, ³I
XQdeUVWaQd. I XQdeUVWaQd.´ CUadliQg hiV VigQaWXUe bUighW Ued, YiQWage-VW\le
PicURShRQe, he WheQ WUied WR Pake iW cleaU he kQeZ e[acWl\ ZhaW, aQd
e[acWl\ ZhRP, he ZaV giYiQg XS. ³NR RQe haV a PRUe clRVe UelaWiRQVhiS WR
MRV Def WhaQ Pe. I kQRZ WhaW gX\. ReaOO\ JRRd.´

TR be faiU, Be\¶V PRWheU, SheURQ SPiWh, ZhR PaQageV a gRRd SRUWiRQ Rf hiV
caUeeU aQd ZhRP eYeQ I, a UeSRUWeU ZiWh QR UelaWiRQVhiS WR Whe faPil\, call
UPi, VWill PRVWl\ UefeUV WR heU VRQ b\ Whe QaPe Vhe gaYe hiP: DaQWe. SR dReV
Whe ePcee Talib KZeli. ³I UefeU WR MRV Def aV DaQWe, RU µD,¶¶¶ he UeceQWl\ WRld
Pe. ³I¶P WU\iQg WR geW XVed WR UefeUUiQg WR hiP aV YaViiQ.´ ObYiRXVl\. AURXQd
hiV ZUiVW, Be\ eYeQ VWill ZeaUV a bUaceleW ZiWh liQkV WhaW VSell iW RXW: D-A-N-
T-E.

***

KZeli aQd Be\ haYe kQRZQ each RWheU ViQce Whe\ ZeUe WeeQageUV WRgeWheU iQ
Whe eaUl\ 1990V. (Be\, 38, iV WZR \eaUV RldeU WhaQ KZeli.) OQ Whe ZeekeQdV
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back WheQ, KZeli, ZhR ZaV UaiVed iQ Whe QeighbRUhRRdV Rf PaUk SlRSe aQd
FlaWbXVh aQd, like Be\, VWill callV BURRkl\Q hRPe, ZRXld UeWXUQ fURP
CheVhiUe AcadeP\, a CRQQecWicXW bRaUdiQg VchRRl, WR VSeQd WiPe iQ
WaVhiQgWRQ STXaUe PaUk ZiWh RWheU kidV he kQeZ fURP Whe ciW\. TheUe he
becaPe a faQ Rf Be\, ZhR VRPeWiPeV SeUfRUPed iQ Whe SaUk ZiWh hiV ViVWeU
CeV aQd hiV bURWheU DeQaUd iQ a gURXS Whe\ called UUbaQ TheUPR D\QaPicV.
B\ Whe Pid-90V, U.T.D. alVR had a YideR fRU WheiU VRQg ³MaQifeVW DeVWiQ\´
RQ RalSh McDaQiel¶V SXblic-WeleYiViRQ SURgUaP ³VideR MXVic BR[,´ Zhich
WR KZeli ZaV like ³Whe eQd Rf Whe ZRUld. If \RX had a YideR iQ µVideR MXVic
BR[,¶ \RX Pade iW.´

Of cRXUVe WRda\ Whe\¶Ye bRWh Pade iW. AlWhRXgh KZeli iV SURbabl\ beVW
kQRZQ aV Be\¶V SaUWQeU iQ Whe hiS-hRS dXR Black SWaU, ZhR UeXQiWed laVW
\eaU fRU WheiU fiUVW WRXU iQ PRUe WhaQ a decade. TheiU 1998 UeleaVe MRV Def
aQd TaOLb KZeOL AUe BOacN SWaU ² ³a bXQch Rf Uh\PeV WhaW Ze had bXilW XS,
WhaW Ze jXVW kicked RYeU WUackV,´ e[SlaiQed KZeli ² ZaV bRWh cUiWicall\
acclaiPed aQd cRQWiQXeV WR be adRUed b\ faQV, aQd WhRXgh KZeli Va\V he¶V
³dRQe VRQgV aQd SURjecWV WhaW I SeUVRQall\ feel aUe beWWeU WhaQ Black SWaUɾ«
Whe iPSacW WhaW albXP had RQ Whe faQ baVe ZheQ iW caPe RXW iV VR
SheQRPeQal WhaW QRQe Rf WhaW PaWWeUV.´ ThiV \eaU Whe\ SlaQ WR UecRUd, RQ
KZeli¶V label JaYRWWi Media, aV PXch Rf WZR QeZ albXPV aV SRVVible. OQe Rf
WheVe ZRUkV iQ SURgUeVV iV a WUibXWe WR AUeWha FUaQkliQ; Whe fiUVW cXW, ³YRX
AlUead\ KQeZ,´ Zhich ZaV UeleaVed iQ NRYePbeU, VaPSleV FUaQkliQ¶V 1973
³MiVWeU SSaiQ´ ² ³I caQ feel \RXU blackQeVV,´ Vhe ViQgV ² aQd feaWXUeV a liQe
fURP Be\ WhaW bUiQgV WRgeWheU all hiV SaVW aQd cXUUeQW ideQWiWieV bXW RQe,
MRV Def: ³YRX cRXld feel iW befRUe I had aQ\WhiQg WR Va\ / YaViiQ, DaQWe,
Black SWaU, eYeU Vee all da\.´

The RWheU albXP Zill feaWXUe Whe ViQgle ³Fi[ US,´ Zhich Black SWaU
SUePieUed RQ ³The CRlbeUW ReSRUW´ laVW OcWRbeU. IQWURdXciQg Whe baQd
Zhile ZeaUiQg ZhaW Black SWaU callV WheiU ³claVV\ ZaUUiRU Sackage,´ Zhich
cRQViVWV Rf a caPRXflage Wie, SRckeW VTXaUe, aQd caS, SWeSheQ CRlbeUW
aQQRXQced: ³GUeaW QeZV, YaViiQ Va\V I caQ be MRV Def QRZ.´ BehiQd hiP,
Be\ cUacked XS.

***

³YaViiQ´ iV aQ AUabic ZRUd aQd YaViiQ Be\ iV MXVliP, aUgXabl\ Whe PRVW
SURPiQeQW SRS-cXlWXUal MXVliP figXUe ViQce MXhaPPad Ali, a heUR Rf
Be\¶V, ZhR ZeQW WhURXgh hiV RZQ VeUieV Rf QaPe chaQgeV ZheQ eQWeUiQg Whe
NaWiRQ Rf IVlaP XQdeU Whe ZiQgV Rf MalcRlP X iQ Whe Pid-60V. DeSeQdiQg
RQ \RXU SeUVSecWiYe, Be\ iV eiWheU a cRQYeUW fURP hiV PRWheU¶V ChUiVWiaQiW\
aQd Whe chXUch WhaW VhaSeV hiV eaUlieVW PePRUieV Rf PXVic, RU he¶V ZhaW¶V
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RfWeQ UefeUUed WR aV a ³UeYeUW´ WR Whe IVlaP Rf hiV faWheU, AbdXl RahPaQ, RU
Abi. (³UPi´ aQd ³abi´ aUe AUabic ZRUdV WhaW PeaQ ³PRWheU´ aQd ³faWheU,´
UeVSecWiYel\.) AV Be\¶V bURWheU, alVR AbdXl RahPaQ, WRld Pe, ³EYeU\bRd\¶V
bRUQ MXVliP.´ IQ IVlaP, WhiV facW iV cRQWaiQed iQ Whe idea Rf fLWUaK, WhaW
eYeU\ child SRVVeVVeV Whe iQQaWe XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf Whe XQiW\ Rf GRd. IW iV RXU
RUigiQal QaWXUe. CRPiQg WR WeUPV ZiWh WhaW iV, iQ SaUW, ViPSl\ ZhaW Whe UeYeUW
dReV.

CRQYeUW RU UeYeUW, WhaW Be\ iV MXVliP haV QeYeU beeQ a VecUeW. HiV VRlR
effRUWV daWiQg back WR Whe 1999 albXP BOacN RQ BRWK SLdeV, UeleaVed RQ
JaPeV MXUdRch¶V ² \eV, WhaW JaPeV MXUdRch ² RaZkXV RecRUdV, each RSeQ
ZiWh Whe VaPe bleVViQg WhaW VWaUWV all bXW RQe VXUaK, RU chaSWeU, Rf Whe
KRUaQ: ³BLVPLOOaK aU-RaKPaQ aU-RaKeeP´ (³IQ Whe QaPe Rf GRd, Whe
beQeficeQW, Whe PeUcifXl´). Be\¶V UeceQW UeleaVe, ³NiggaV iQ PRRUeVW,´ a UePi[
Rf Ja\-Z aQd KaQ\e WeVW¶V ³NiggaV iQ PaUiV,´ begiQV ZiWh a ViPilaU bleVViQg.
IQ WhiV caVe, Whe SUa\eU iV fRllRZed b\ WhiV aQQRXQcePeQW: ³LiYe fURP
APeUica. YaViiQ, YaViiQ, YaViiQ.´ IQ Whe YideR, Whe QaPe aSSeaUV iQ AUabic
VcUiSW acURVV Whe bRWWRP Rf Whe fUaPe. The VRQg¶V fiQal liQe: ³Allah iV iQ
cRQWURl.´

FRU Be\, UeWiUiQg ³MRV Def´ iV QRWhiQg aW all like ZheQ, iQ Whe laWe 1970V, fRlk
ViQgeU CaW SWeYeQV abaQdRQed hiV PXVic caUeeU ZheQ he becaPe a MXVliP
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aQd chaQged hiV QaPe WR YXVXf IVlaP. IVlaP, ZhR UeWXUQed WR SRS PXVic aV
ViPSl\ ³YXVXf´ ZiWh a 2006 albXP UeleaVe, WRld TKe NeZ YRUN TLPeV WhaW he
RUigiQall\ gaYe XS PXVic becaXVe iWV SeUPiVVibiliW\ fRU MXVliPV ³ZaV jXVW a
gUa\ aUea, VR I VWa\ed RXW iQ RUdeU WR aYRid cRQflicW.´

Be\, hRZeYeU, VeePV WR haYe cRPe iQWR hiV IVlaP WhURXgh PXVic. HiV
faWheU¶V deeSeU iPSacW QRWZiWhVWaQdiQg, hiV cRQYeUViRQ caQ be aWWUibXWed
laUgel\ WR Whe iQflXeQce Rf Whe SiRQeeUiQg hiS-hRS gURXS A TUibe Called
QXeVW. AQd WhRXgh PePbeUV Rf Whe gURXS ZRXld QRW cUediW WhePVelYeV ZiWh
Be\¶V becRPiQg a MXVliP, Whe\ ZeUe WheUe ZheQ iW haSSeQed ² ³VR WheUe,´
deeja\ Ali Shaheed MXhaPPad WRld Pe. Be\ declaUed hiPVelf a MXVliP aW
BaWWeU\ RecRUdiQg SWXdiRV RQ 25Wh SWUeeW iQ NeZ YRUk CiW\ VXUURXQded b\
PePbeUV Rf TUibe dXUiQg Whe PakiQg Rf WheiU 1996 albXP BeaWV, RK\PeV
aQd LLfe.

B\ Whe Pid-90V, Be\ ZaV RfWeQ aURXQd Whe VWXdiR, VSeQdiQg WiPe ZiWh Whe
ePcee Q-TiS, RU JRQaWhaQ DaYiV (ZhR ZRXld laWeU Wake Whe AUabic QaPe
KaPaal FaUeed). SeeiQg PePbeUV Rf TUibe SUacWiciQg aQd SUa\iQg, aQd aV
Ali Shaheed MXhaPPad Vaid, ³jXVW liYiQgɾ« IVlaPic YalXeV, SUiQciSleV, aQd
acWiRQV,´ ZaV a UePiQdeU fRU Be\ Rf ZhaW he gUeZ XS iQ. AV hiV aVVRciaWiRQ
aQd fUieQdVhiS ZiWh TUibe gUeZ, Va\V MXhaPPad, he VeePed WR fiQd iW
iQVSiUiQg aQd cRPfRUWiQg WR haYe PXVic aURXQd. The YalXeV Rf IVlaP ZeUe
³iQQaWe iQ Whe PXVic´ Rf A TUibe Called QXeVW; WhURXgh PXVic, Whe\ ZeUe all
³VWUiYiQg WR eaUQ Whe faYRU Rf Whe CUeaWRU iQ a ZRUld ZheUe \RX haYe WR be
PiQdfXl Rf Whe e[iVWeQce Rf Whe CUeaWRU.´ AQd Be\ ZaV WheUe WR Wake iW all iQ.
WhaW¶V PRUe, becaXVe TUibe ZaV VR VXcceVVfXl ² b\ 1996 Whe\¶d alUead\ had
WZR albXPV gR SlaWiQXP ² iW ZaV eaUl\ RQ YeU\ cleaU WR Be\ ZhaW iW cRXld be
like, aV MXhaPPad SXW iW, WR ³Pake a liYiQg iQ hiS-hRS.´

***

OQ Whe eYeQiQg Rf DecePbeU 17, YaViiQ Be\, RQe iQ a lRQg liQe Rf VSeakeUV,
WRRk Whe lecWeUQ iQ Whe GUaQd BallURRP Rf Whe HilWRQ NeZ YRUk, QeaU
RRckefelleU CeQWeU, aQd befRUe a MXVliP aXdieQce Rf PRUe WhaQ a WhRXVaQd
SeRSle, Uecalled VSeQdiQg ceUWaiQ SaWXUda\V aV a child ZiWh hiV gUaQdPRWheU
ZalkiQg Whe aYeQXeV WhaW iQWeUVecWed FXlWRQ SWUeeW iQ BURRkl\Q¶V BedfRUd-
SWX\YeVaQW QeighbRUhRRd, VeaUchiQg fRU aQ XQcle ZhR ZaV addicWed WR
dUXgV. ³IW ZaV like aQRWKeU ZRUOd,´ he e[SlaiQed. ³IW ZaV a cRPSleWel\ RWheU
ZRUld. Skid URZ WiPeV a WhRXVaQd. Filled ZiWh cUiPiQalV, Whe SRRU, iQdigeQW,
addicWV. JXVW a lRW Rf PiVeU\. AQd I ZRXld YeQWXUe WR Va\ WhaW aV a child iW ZaV
SURbabl\ RQe Rf Whe ZRUVW QeighbRUhRRdV iQ NeZ YRUk CiW\.´
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SRPe WhiUW\ \eaUV laWeU, aQd laUgel\ becaXVe Rf aQ aggUeVViYe aSSURach b\
Whe eYeQiQg¶V hRVW, IPaP SiUaj Wahhaj, WR PRYiQg cUack dealeUV RXW Rf Whe
QeighbRUhRRd ² aQ aSSURach WhaW iQYRlYed PXVcle, Zhich iQ 1987 laQded Whe
iPaP aQd VeYeUal aVVRciaWeV iQ jail ² WhiV Siece Rf Bed-SWX\ iV a cRPSleWel\
diffeUeQW Slace. FeZeU dUXgV. MRUe VPall bXViQeVVeV. MRUe MXVliPV. AW Whe
ceQWeU, RQ Whe cRUQeU Rf BedfRUd AYeQXe aQd FXlWRQ SWUeeW, ViWV MaVjid aW-
TaTZa, RU ³PRVTXe Rf GRd-cRQVciRXVQeVV.´ Wahhaj¶V hRPe baVe iV a
bXVWliQg PRVTXe WhaW begaQ aV a clRWhiQg VWRUe aQd a VTXaW hRXVe fRU jXQkieV
aQd QRZ, ZiWh Whe fXQdV UaiVed aW WhiV WhiUWieWh aQQiYeUVaU\ eYeQW, iV lRRkiQg
WR bXild Whe fiYe-VWRU\ TaTZa CeQWeU, cRPSleWe ZiWh baVkeWball cRXUWV, aQ
Ol\PSic-Vi]ed SRRl, aQd URRP eQRXgh iQ Whe XSSeU flRRUV fRU a chaUWeU
VchRRl.

Be\, ZhRVe cRQQecWiRQ WR IPaP Wahhaj aQd Whe PRVTXe gReV back WR Whe
Pid-90V, ZaV WheUe aV aQ eQWeUWaiQeU WR helS UaiVe fXQdV; he¶d beeQ
SUeceded RQ VWage b\ Sheik HaP]a YXVXf, a fRXQdeU Rf Za\WXQa CRllege iQ
BeUkele\, CalifRUQia, Whe QaWiRQ¶V fiUVW fRXU-\eaU MXVliP libeUal aUWV cRllege.
The faPRXV HaP]a YXVXf, ZiWh hiV WighW gRaWee, hRUQ-UiPPed glaVVeV, aQd a
black kXfi ZiWh ZhiWe WUiP, ZaV Whe Ueal headliQeU Rf Whe QighW, eQWeUWaiQiQg
Whe cURZd ZiWh VWRUieV Rf WUaYeliQg WhURXgh NeZ YRUk aV a \RXQg cRQYeUW,
ZiWQeVViQg a gXQfighW iQ HaUleP aQd aQ alWeUcaWiRQ beWZeeQ a fUieQd, AbdXl
QadiU, aQd VRPe NeZ JeUVe\ jRhQV WhaW eQded ZiWh QadiU Va\iQg: ³I¶P a
MXVliP. We dRQ¶W hiW fiUVW, VR \RX gR ahead aQd Wake \RXU beVW VhRW.´ BXW
WheUe ZaV PRUe. YXVXf ZiWQeVVed WhaW iQ Whe laWe-70V NeZ YRUk¶V black
MXVliPV ² MXVliPV like Abi aQd IPaP Wahhaj ² ³ZeUe UighW WheUe RQ Whe
fURQW liQeV, aQd Whe\ ZeUe WakiQg iW WR Whe VWUeeWV,´ he Vaid. ³The\ ZeUe
WalkiQg abRXW IVlaP ZiWh SeRSle, VelliQg iQceQVe aQd giYiQg daZaK,´ WhaW iV,
iQYiWiQg SeRSle WR Whe faiWh.

ThRXgh he caPe WR IVlaP WhURXgh PXVic ² aQd aV Talib KZeli haV WRld Pe,
³HiV UeaVRQ fRU dRiQg PXVic iV WR giYe SUaiVe WR GRd; WhaW¶V Whe UeaVRQ Zh\
he ZUiWeV´ ² Be\ fRllRZed HaP]a YXVXf RQWR Whe VWage, chRRViQg aQ
aSSURach WhaW he WhRXghW ZRXld be aSSURSUiaWe fRU Whe aXdieQce, VeQViWiYe
WR WhRVe iQ Whe cURZd fRU ZhRP PXVic¶V SeUPiVVibiliW\ iVQ¶W a gUa\ aUea aW all.

AW fiUVW he didQ¶W ViQg. IQVWead, Be\ Uead a UeSRUWed QaUUaWiRQ fURP Whe
PURSheW abRXW Whe ³PRVW e[celleQW´ acWiRQV IVlaP callV RQ MXVliPV WR Wake 
² ³WR feed Whe hXQgU\, WR helS Whe afflicWed, WR lighWeQ Whe VRUURZ Rf Whe
VRUURZfXl´ ² fRllRZed b\ a TXRWaWiRQ fURP MalcRlP X¶V 1964 ³A DeclaUaWiRQ
Rf IQdeSeQdeQce.´ LRRkiQg RYeU Whe cURZd, leaQiQg fRUZaUd aQd gUaVSiQg
Whe lecWeUQ, Be\ Uead fURP QRWeV he¶d WakeQ iQ a WUiP Ued bRRk: ³µI dR QRW
SUeWeQd WR be a diYiQe PaQ, bXW I dR belieYe iQ diYiQe gXidaQce, diYiQe
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SRZeU, aQd diYiQe SURShec\. I aP QRW aQ edXcaWed PaQ, QRU aP I aQ e[SeUW
iQ aQ\ SaUWicXlaU field ² bXW I aP ViQceUe, aQd P\ ViQceUiW\ iV P\ cUedeQWial.¶

³I feel YeU\ clRVe WR WhaW TXRWe,´ he Vaid, ³becaXVe I¶P QRW aQ e[SeUW iQ aQ\
SaUWicXlaU field, I¶P QRW a diYiQe PaQ, I¶P ceUWaiQl\ QRW a VchRlaU, bXW I aP
ViQceUel\ haSS\ WR be heUe ² ViQceUel\ haSS\ WR be a SaUW Rf WhiV XPPaK, WR
be a MXVliP, aQd WR be a QaWiYe VRQ Rf Whe cRPPXQiW\ WhaW MaVjid aW-TaTZa
iV iQ.´

WhaW ViQgiQg Be\ did caPe afWeU VRPe VSRkeQ ZRUd, iQclXdiQg a SReP he¶V
UecRUded aV Whe fiUVW YeUVe Rf KaQ\e WeVW¶V ³LRUd, LRUd, LRUd.´ The VRQg Be\
SUeSaUed ZaV called ³The SalaaPV,´ Whe QaPe fRU Whe gUeeWiQgV Rf Seace
MXVliPV VhaUe ZiWh RQe RWheU. IW begaQ, ³AV-VaOaPX AOaLNXP´ (³Peace XQWR
\RX´), aQd WhRXgh Whe W\Sical UeVSRQVe iV aQ iPPediaWe ³Wa aOa\Na aO-
VaOaaP,´ Whe cURZd UeTXiUed a liWWle gRadiQg.

³YRX caQ cRPe,´ Vaid Be\, afWeU ZaiWiQg WhURXgh VRPe VileQce. ³YRX¶Ue SaUW Rf
iW, WRR.´

The cURZd laXghed, aQd VR Whe\ jRiQed hiP, bXW ZiWhRXW aQ\ PelRd\ aW all:
³AQd XQWR \RX be Seace.´

***

Back iQ Whe da\, ³TaTZa ZaV Whe VSRW,´ QRYeliVW EiVa UleQ RichaUdVRQ WRld
Pe ZheQ Ze gRW WRgeWheU WR UePiQiVce abRXW heU UelaWiRQVhiS ZiWh Be\
aURXQd Whe WiPe he becaPe a MXVliP, a feZ \eaUV Rf head\, iQWeQVe
fUieQdVhiS WhaW Vhe UecallV aV beiQg VRPeWhiQg like ³VXPPeU caPS.´ BefRUe
Whe\ begaQ UXQQiQg iQWR each RWheU aW Whe PRVTXe, RichaUdVRQ kQeZ DaQWe
SPiWh PaiQl\ fRU hiV iPSeccable VW\le aQd VZaggeU aURXQd FRUW GUeeQe,
BURRkl\Q, iQ Whe da\V, Vhe Va\V, ³befRUe eYeU\ RWheU UeVideQWɾ« had a dRg,´
ZheQ \RX cRXld Vee FR[\ BURZQ dUiYe dRZQ Whe VWUeeW SaVW ZheUe Whe gX\V
fURP Digable PlaQeWV liYed. The filP diUecWRU SSike Lee chaPSiRQed Whe
QeighbRUhRRd, liYiQg WheUe aQd RSeQiQg hiV Rffice WheUe.
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WheQ Whe\ fiUVW kQeZ each RWheU, RichaUdVRQ aQd DaQWe SPiWh didQ¶W haYe
lXQch daWeV aQd Whe\ ceUWaiQl\ didQ¶W Walk abRXW GRd. He SeUfRUPed SReWU\
aW FRUW GUeeQe¶V BURRkl\Q MRRQ Cafe aQd ³alZa\V had a VPile RQ hiV face,
eYeQ ZheQ he didQ¶W.´ (AV a lRcal BURRkl\Q SReW aQd a \RXQg WeleYiViRQ
acWRU, DaQWe SPiWh, ZhR aSSeaUed, fRU iQVWaQce, iQ Whe VhRUW-liYed PaXl
HaggiV ViWcRP ³YRX Take Whe KidV´ [¶90-¶91], VWaUUiQg Nell CaUWeU, aQd Bill
CRVb\¶V ³The CRVb\ M\VWeUieV´ [¶94-¶95], VRPeWiPeV adRSWed Whe VXUQaPe
Be]p ² a Sig-LaWiQ Sla\ RQ Whe VXUQaPe he XVeV QRZ.)

EYeQWXall\ RichaUdVRQ aQd Be\ eQcRXQWeUed each RWheU RXWVide MaVjid aW-
TaTZa, aQd Whe WZR becaPe fUieQdV aV SaUW Rf a laUgeU gURXS WhaW iQclXded
KaPaal FaUeed fURP A TUibe Called QXeVW, hiV cRXViQ De[WeU MillV (Whe
ePcee kQRZQ aV CRQVeTXeQce), aQd VeYeUal Rf RichaUdVRQ¶V giUlfUieQdV.
³AQd DaQWe,´ Vhe Vaid, ³ZheQ Ze caPe WR RXU diVcXVViRQV abRXW IVlaP, he
ZaV alZa\V YeU\ VeUiRXV abRXW iW, aQd he ZaV alZa\V ViQceUe abRXW iW. AQd he
ZaV alZa\V YeU\ ZRUUied WhaW Ze ZRXld Pake Whe UighW deciViRQV, VR ² aV WR
QRW eQd XS iQ hellfiUe.ɾ« IQ WhaW WiPe Ze ZeUe all haQgiQg RXW WRgeWheU, I
WhiQk he Ueall\ did geQXiQel\ caUe abRXW all Rf RXU VRXlV. I Ueall\ WhiQk he
did.´



9/24/2020 YaVLLQ Be\ WRXOd LLNe YRX TR QXLW CaOOLQJ HLP MRV Def ³ TKe AZO

KWWSV://Zeb.aUcKLYe.RUJ/Zeb/20160807072033/KWWSV://WKeaZO.cRP/\aVLLQ-be\-ZRXOd-OLNe-\RX-WR-TXLW-caOOLQJ-KLP-PRV-def-1090801f7816 8/15

SiQce laVW AXgXVW, e[SlaiQiQg Whe UeWiUePeQW Rf ³Whe PighW\ MRV Def´ haV
beeQ SaUW Rf bRWh hiV VRlR SeUfRUPaQceV aQd Whe WRXU ZiWh KZeli. IW¶V KZeli,
alRQg ZiWh KaQ\e WeVW, ZhR iV a fUieQd, ZhRP Be\ cUediWV ZiWh helSiQg hiP
Pake Whe deciViRQ WR SURceed iQ hiV caUeeU ZiWhRXW ZhaW QRZ VWUikeV hiP aV
Whe ³aUWifice´ Rf a ³QRP de SOXPe.´ (IW¶V ZRUWh SRiQWiQg RXW WhaW KZeli, Zhich
iQ SZahili PeaQV ³WUXe,´ iV acWXall\ Whe Piddle QaPe Rf Talib GUeeQe ² VR
Zhile Talib KZeli iVQ¶W a QRP de SOXPe, e[acWl\, he dReV cRQVideU iW a VWage
QaPe.) IW haVQ¶W alZa\V beeQ eaV\. ReVSRQdiQg WR Whe AlaVkaQ cURZd¶V
diVaSSRiQWPeQW, Be\ UeacWed like a VWaQd-XS cRPediaQ VSaUUiQg ZiWh
heckleUV, a PRde he VeePV TXiWe cRPfRUWabl\ iQ: ³YRX kQRZ, VRPe SeRSle
haYe aQ ePRWiRQal UelaWiRQVhiS ZiWh WhaW QaPe, MRV Def. SR dR I: I Pade LW
XS.´

PeUfRUPiQg iQ OcWRbeU ZiWh Whe BURRkl\Q PhilhaUPRQic aW aQ eYeQW cXUaWed
b\ WNYC¶V ³SRXQdcheck´ hRVW JRhQ SchaefeU, a PRUe VeUiRXV, SXblic-UadiR-
fUieQdl\ Be\ WRRk Whe VWage, iQfRUPiQg Whe aXdieQce WhaW YaViiQ ZaV a QaPe
he¶d ³keSW clRVe WR P\Velf fRU a lRQg Zhile,´ bXW WhaW ³PaQ\ SeRSle clRVe WR
Pe, aQd P\ iQWiPaWeV, aQd e[WeQded faPil\ aQd fUieQdV, haYe UefeUUed WR Pe
b\ WhaW QaPe fRU TXiWe a Zhile.´

The QaPe daWeV back WR Be\¶V fiUVW WUiS WR SaXdi AUabia fRU Whe Hajj iQ 1998.
³WheQ he caPe back, he caPe back ZiWh Whe QaPe YaViiQ,´ KZeli WRld Pe.
³He didQ¶W aVk aQ\RQe WR call hiP WhaW, bXW I defiQiWel\ UePePbeU hiP
Va\iQg, µM\ QaPe iV YaViiQ.¶´

BUiQgiQg ³YaViiQ´ RXW SXblicl\ RYeU Whe eQd Rf 2011 ² ³XQleaVh[iQg] iW,´ aV
RQe fUieQd SXW iW ² iW becaPe cleaU WhaW RYeU WiPe Be\ had begXQ WR Vee Whe
QaPe ³WhaW Whe VWUeeWV WaXghW Pe,´ aV he WRld MTV, had becRPe ³VRPeWhiQg
WhaW cRXld be bRiled dRZQ iQWR a SeUVRQa. OU a SURdXcW. OU a bUaQd.´ The
QaPe YaViiQ Be\, RQ Whe RWheU haQd, ZRXld allRZ hiP, he WRld SchaefeU WhaW
eYeQiQg ZiWh Whe BURRkl\Q Phil, WR ³UeaVVeUW P\ RZQ hXPaQQeVV.´

ThiV PakeV VeQVe WR Whe SURdXceU AQaV CaQRQ, fRXQdeU Rf RePaUkable
CXUUeQW, aQ iQdeSeQdeQW Pedia cRllecWiYe kQRZQ fRU iWV UelaWiRQVhiS ZiWh
MXVliP aUWiVWV aQd iWV iQWeUQaWiRQal HiS HRS APbaVVadRUV SURgUaP,
VSRQVRUed b\ Whe SWaWe DeSaUWPeQW. CaQRQ haV alZa\V kQRZQ Be\ aV
³YaViiQ,´ gRiQg back WR Whe fiUVW Black SWaU WRXU. OYeU Whe \eaUV CaQRQ haV
SURdXced WhUee WUackV ZiWh Be\, iQclXdiQg APiU SXlaiPaQ¶V ³WheQ I Die
(RebXild),´ UecRUded aW Be\¶V TRURQWR hRPe aQd UeleaVed RQ SXlaiPaQ¶V
2007 LLNe a TKLef LQ WKe NLJKW. CRQYiQced Be\ iV ³100% cRPPiWWed WR
VSiUiWXal UefiQePeQW,´ CaQRQ aVked, UheWRUicall\, ³Wh\ ZRXld a gURZQ PaQ
gR b\ a cRde QaPe?´
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***

AV \RX PighW e[SecW fURP VRPeRQe ZhR VSeakV fUeel\ abRXW Be\¶V eWeUQal
RUigiQal QaWXUe, hiV bURWheU AbdXl RahPaQ cRQWeQdV ³WheUe¶V QeYeU beeQ a
diffeUeQce,´ beWZeeQ DaQWe RU MRV RU YaViiQ. SRPeRQe ZiWh a liWWle PRUe
diVWaQce, WhRXgh, caQ Vee WhiQgV diffeUeQWl\. Take, fRU iQVWaQce, a \RXQg aQd
adPiUiQg MXVliP UaSSeU like Big SaPiU, Rf Whe CRlRUadR dXR Whe
ReMINDeUV, ZhR UecallV bUeakiQg faVW ZiWh Be\ backVWage aW The BRXldeU
TheaWeU RQ Whe fiUVW da\ Rf RaPadaQ, 2009. IQWURdXciQg hiPVelf aV YaViiQ
eYeQ WheQ, Be\ iQYiWed Big SaPiU aQd hiV Zife Aja Black, Whe eYeQiQg¶V
RSeQiQg acW, WR hiV gUeeQ URRP ZiWh Whe AUabic bleVViQg, ³RaPadaQ
MXbaUaN!´ aQd RffeUed WheP fRRd aQd Wea.

IQ WhiV acW Rf geQeURViW\, Big SaPiU VeeV Be\ ³gURZiQg iQ IVlaP.´ AQd lRRkiQg
back RYeU hiV RZQ caUeeU, Big SaPiU adPiWV WhaW Be\ ZaV SURRf WR hiP WhaW
he ³cRXld be a MXVliP aQd VWill be P\Velf,´ WhaW he cRXld be aQ ePcee aQd
VWill be a ³gRRd SeUVRQ.´ WhaW SUide KZeli had iQ cRPiQg fURP Whe VaPe
cUeZ aV Be\, VRPeRQe like Big SaPiU caQ feel iQ VhaUiQg hiV IVlaP.

HeUe¶V a PaQ ZhR ZeaUV a beaUd aQd XVXall\ a kXfi RU VRPe RWheU head
cRYeUiQg RQ VWage aQd ZhR acceSWV a gifW fURP Whe aXdieQce ZiWh Whe AUabic
ShUaVe Rf WhaQkfXlQeVV ³MaVKa¶AOOaK.´ Be\¶V SaQWV¶ cXffV aUe SeUfecWl\
hePPed VR aV QeYeU WR Ueach belRZ hiV aQkleV; iQ IVlaP, Va\V Whe PURSheW,
adPRQiVhiQg Whe aUURgaQce Rf aQ\RQe ZhR ZRXld Zalk dUaggiQg WheiU
gaUPeQWV behiQd WheP, ³WhaWeYeU iV belRZ Whe aQkle iV iQ Whe fiUe.´ If WheVe
aUe Whe kiQdV Rf WhiQgV \RX QRWice, iW¶V iPSRVVible QRW WR heaU Whe QeZ Black
SWaU ViQgle a liWWle diffeUeQWl\: ³Fi[ XS lRRk VhaUS / Black SWaU, gRRd GRd /
AQd ZheQ Whe Vk\ lRRk daUk / ShiQe a lighW, lRRk ahead, lRRk XS.´ AQd iW¶V
likeZiVe iPSRVVible QRW WR Vee Be\¶V UeceQW UeleaVe Rf a VceQWed Ril called
HaUXQ NR. 7, iQ SaUWQeUVhiS ZiWh a cUeaWiYe cRllecWiYe called FellRZVhiS
MiVViRQ, Zhich alVR UeleaVed ³NiggaV iQ PRRUeVW,´ aV iQ keeSiQg ZiWh Whe
WUadiWiRQ Rf MXVliPV VelliQg iQceQVe aQd giYiQg daZaK. SWill, PRVW
iPSUeVViYe Rf all, SeUhaSV, heUe iV a PaQ ZhRVe SXblic QaPe ² iQdeed, hiV
RQl\ QaPe ² UeSUeVeQWV aV deeS a P\VWeU\ aV IVlaP haV eYeU SURdXced.

WhaW¶V iQ a QaPe like YaViiQ Be\? The MXVliPV ZRXld Well \RX, AOOaKX aOaP.
GRd kQRZV beVW.
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WheQ DaQWe SPiWh becaPe a MXVliP, he didQ¶W chRRVe jXVW aQ\ AUabic
QaPe; he chRVe RQe WhaW, b\ QeaU VchRlaUl\ cRQVeQVXV, iV cRQVideUed
XQWUaQVlaWable aQd VR SURfRXQd WhaW iW¶V kQRZQ aV Whe YeU\ heaUW Rf Whe
KRUaQ. AccRUdiQg WR IPaP DaZRRd YaViQ (a diffeUeQW VSelliQg bXW Whe VaPe
AUabic QaPe), Rf DaUWPRXWh CRllege¶V WilliaP JeZeWW TXckeU FRXQdaWiRQ
aQd RQe-WiPe leadeU Rf MaVjid Al-IVlaP iQ NeZ HaYeQ, CRQQecWicXW, XQlike
ZiWh PRVW AUabic QaPeV WakeQ RQ b\ MXVliP cRQYeUWV, Whe PeaQiQg Rf Whe
QaPe YaViiQ iV alPRVW a cRPSleWe P\VWeU\.

³YaViiQ,´ Whe QaPe Rf Whe WhiUW\-Vi[Wh VXUaK, RU chaSWeU, Rf IVlaP¶V hRl\ bRRk,
iV alVR, accRUdiQg WR aW leaVW RQe cRPPeQWaU\, RQe Rf Whe QaPeV Rf Whe
PURSheW MXhaPPad. ³YaViiQ´ iV RfWeQ UeciWed iQ PePRU\ Rf VRPeRQe ZhR¶V
UeceQWl\ died. OQe SaUW hiVWRUic SaUable, RQe SaUW PediWaWiRQ RQ Whe RUdeU Rf
Whe heaYeQV, aQd RQe SaUW leVVRQ RQ hXPaQ accRXQWabiliW\ aQd UeVXUUecWiRQ,
Whe VXUaK bUiQgV WRgeWheU ZhaW IPaP YaViQ VeeV aV WhRVe facWV Rf life Ze caQ
RbVeUYe aQd XQdeUVWaQd ZiWh WhRVe e[SeUieQceV WhaW def\ UaWiRQal
e[SlaQaWiRQ.
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AV fRU Whe ZRUd¶V PeaQiQg, Whe dRPiQaQW RSiQiRQ Rf IVlaPic VchRlaUV iV WhaW
QR RQe kQRZV. DeVSiWe Whe P\VWeU\, aQd laUgel\ becaXVe Rf iW, Va\V Whe iPaP,
Whe ZRUd ³\aViiQ´ iV abRXW ³ackQRZledgiQg WhaW hXPaQV Zill QRW kQRZ
eYeU\WhiQg.´ AfWeU all, ³WR kQRZ eYeU\WhiQg ZRXld Pake \RX a gRd´; aQd
belieYiQg WhiV ZRXld deVWUR\ Whe fiUVW SillaU Rf IVlaP iWVelf, WhaW MXVliPV
hXPbl\ ackQRZledge WhaW WheUe iV QR gRd bXW Allah.

FRU hiV SaUW, IPaP YaViQ ZaV bURXghW WR WeaUV Whe fiUVW WiPe he heaUd Whe
VXUaK, a UecRUdiQg Rf Zhich ZaV Sla\ed fRU hiP iQ Whe hRPe Rf QeaU VWUaQgeU
RXWVide CaSeWRZQ iQ 1996 Zhile he ZaV ZRUkiQg aV a faVhiRQ PRdel iQ SRXWh
AfUica, ZeekV befRUe hiV RZQ cRQYeUViRQ aQd ceUWaiQl\ befRUe he kQeZ
AUabic. The aXdiR UecRUdiQg Pade iW back hRPe ZiWh hiP WR NaQWXckeW afWeU
hiV cRQYeUViRQ abURad, aQd afWeU PRQWhV Rf UeSeaWed liVWeQiQg ² ³a SeUVRQal
UiWXaliVWic SUacWice´ ² Whe QaPe, iQ all iWV P\VWeU\, becaPe a SaUW Rf hiP, he
Va\V, aQd a dail\ UePiQdeU Rf ZheUe ³RXU abiliW\ WR kQRZ VWRSV aQd faiWh
iWVelf begiQV.´

WheQ I VSRke ZiWh EiVa RichaUdVRQ iQ DecePbeU abRXW ZhaW Whe QaPe
³YaViiQ´ PeaQW WR Whe DaQWe SPiWh Vhe kQeZ fURP BURRkl\Q, Vhe ZaV caUefXl
aW fiUVW abRXW UeYealiQg WRR PXch Rf ZhaW Whe\¶d VhaUed SUiYaWel\ PRUe WhaQ
a decade agR, bXW iW ZaV cleaU Whe\¶d VSRkeQ abRXW iW aW Whe WiPe: ³IW¶V a YeU\
VSecial QaPe WhaW he chRVe,´ Vhe Vaid.

A feZ da\V laWeU, WhRXgh, ³lRaWh[iQg] lRRVe eQdV,´ Vhe fRllRZed XS ZiWh aQ
ePail, SaUW Rf Zhich UeadV: ³DaQWe chRVe faiWh, Ueal FaiWh, Whe eYideQce Rf
WhiQgV QRW VeeQ, ZheQ he chRVe YaViiQ. I ZRXld be afUaid WR aVVXPe a QaPe
ZiWh aQ XQkQRZQ PeaQiQg. DaQWe ZaVQ¶W. PeUhaSV he ZaV XQafUaid becaXVe
µ\aViiQ,¶ Whe ZRUd, e[SUeVVeV Whe XQkQRZQ ZiWhiQ, aQ XQkQRZQ Ze all haYe,
aQ XQkQRZQ YaViiQ, Whe PaQ, ZaV XQafUaid WR claiP iQ hiPVelf.´

***

DXUiQg Whe hRl\ PRQWh Rf RaPadaQ aV 1999 caPe WR a clRVe, abRaUd a SlaQe
deVceQdiQg iQWR Jeddah, SaXdi AUabia, YaViiQ Be\ PRYed WhURXgh Whe aiVle
WR ViW alRQgVide hiV fUieQd Ali Shaheed MXhaPPad. Be\ aQd hiV faWheU had
iQYiWed MXhaPPad WR geW aZa\ Zhile Whe UeVW Rf Whe ZRUld dealW ZiWh
ZhaWeYeU cUa]\ aSRcal\SWiciVP ZRXld be aVVRciaWed ZiWh Y2K. The WZR
fUieQdV had haUdl\ Walked aW all dXUiQg Whe lRQg flighW, bXW aV Whe\
aSSURached WheiU deVWiQaWiRQ, Be\ had VRPeWhiQg iPSRUWaQW WR Well
MXhaPPad.

UQlike MXhaPPad, Be\ had beeQ WR IVlaP¶V hRl\ ciWieV befRUe, aQd
MXhaPPad UecallV hiV fUieQd adYiViQg hiP aV Whe\ Pade WheiU aSSURach
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iQWR KiQg AbdXla]i] IQWeUQaWiRQal AiUSRUW, iQ Whe Za\ a faWheU RU aQ RldeU
bURWheU PighW: ³ThiV iV Allah¶V SeUVRQal iQYiWaWiRQ WR \RXɾ« EYeU\RQe
dReVQ¶W geW WR cRPe heUe.´ IW didQ¶W PaWWeU WhaW Be\ ZaV Whe \RXQgeU Rf Whe
WZR, RU WhaW MXhaPPad had cRPe iQWR hiV IVlaP \eaUV eaUlieU. The
XQdeUVWaQdiQg WhaW cRPeV ZiWh WUaYel WR IVlaP¶V hRl\ ciWieV Pade Be\ VeeP
WR MXhaPPad like a kiQd Rf ³eldeU,´ iQ Whe VeQVe Rf ZhaW MXVliPV kQRZ aV
a kiQd Rf liYiQg VaiQWliQeVV. Be\¶V PeVVage, aV MXhaPPad WellV iW, ³WXUQed RQ
Whe ZaWeU iQ P\ e\eV.´ The laQd Rf Whe PURSheW, aQd, aV I¶Ye VeeQ PRUe WhaQ
RQce ZiWh VRPe Rf Whe PRVW UeQRZQed IVlaPic VchRlaUV iQ Whe cRXQWU\, Whe
PeUe PeQWiRQ Rf Whe PURSheW hiPVelf, haV Whe SRZeU WR bUiQg gURZQ PeQ WR
WeaUV. (HaP]a YXVXf iV jXVW RQe VXch PaQ.)

AW YaUiRXV PRPeQWV dXUiQg WhiV WUiS, Be\ cRQWiQXed RQ like WhiV, PeQWRUiQg
RQe Rf Whe SeRSle ZhR¶d ZiWQeVVed hiV RZQ eQWUaQce iQWR IVlaP. OQ a bXV
Uide fURP MediQa WR Mecca, Be\ adYiVed, ³YRX SURbabl\ haYe aQ
iPagiQaWiRQ Rf ZhaW WhiV ciW\ iV like.´ BeZaUe Rf WhaW, he cRQWiQXed: ³ThiV
ciW\ iV Zild.´ IW ZaV daQgeURXV aQd alVR SRRU. YRX had WR caUU\ \RXUVelf,
MXhaPPad Uecalled, aV \RX PighW iQ ceUWaiQ QeighbRUhRRdV Rf BURRkl\Q,
ZiWh a VSecial aZaUeQeVV Rf \RXU VXUURXQdiQgV.

BXW fRU MXhaPPad aQd hiV hRVWV RQ WhiV WUiS, ZiWh all WhaW aZaUeQeVV Rf Whe
SURfaQe caPe aQ eYeQ PRUe VWUikiQg aZaUeQeVV Rf Whe VacUed iQ IVlaP. IW¶V
RQe WhiQg WR Vee WZR SeRSle SUa\ iQ a URRP, RU eYeQ WeQ, RU Pa\be aV PaQ\
aV a hXQdUed, bXW iQ Mecca, ZheQ Whe call WR SUa\eU caPe, eYeQ WhRVe ZhR
PighW QRW haYe had PXch, ³jXVW caUdbRaUd,´ MXhaPPad cRQWiQXed, each
da\ ³Whe\ all dURSSed dRZQ WR Pake Whe VaOaWɾ« QRVe aQd face WR Whe gURXQd
iQ RQe Slace.´ The SRZeU Rf SUa\eU ZaV PiQd-blRZiQg.

***

IQ eaUl\ DecePbeU, Black SWaU caPe WhURXgh NeZ YRUk CiW\ fRU aQ eYeQiQg
Rf WZR VhRZV aW Whe BeVW BX\ TheaWeU RQ BURadZa\ aQd 44Wh SWUeeW, each
RQe SURPiViQg a SeUfRUPaQce Rf MRV Def aQd TaOLb KZeOL AUe BOacN SWaU iQ
iWV eQWiUeW\. B\ 9:00 S.P., Whe fiUVW VhRZ alUead\ fRUW\-fiYe PiQXWeV behiQd
VchedXle aQd ZiWh jXVW QiQeW\ PiQXWeV WR gR befRUe Whe ³HARD CURFEW´
aQQRXQced RQ Whe UeaU Rf Whe VWage dRRU, Be\ ZaV VWill PiVViQg. KZeli, ZhR
cRQVideUV hiPVelf Whe PRUe SUacWical aQd SUedicWable PePbeU Rf Black SWaU 
² he bRRkV VWXdiR WiPe aQd WheQ, ZheQ Whe\¶Ue WRgeWheU, ZaiWV fRU Whe ³Yibe
WR be UighW,´ he¶V WRld Pe ² VWalled aW Whe fURQW Rf Whe VWage ZiWh a fUeeVW\le
he¶d SXW WRgeWheU iQ eaUl\ OcWRbeU fRU OccXS\ Wall SWUeeW: ³The ZaWeU
dUaZiQg aZa\ fURP Whe VhRUe / ThiV aiQ¶W QR RUdiQaU\ VWRUP.´ All Whe Zhile,
BlackVPiWh MaQagePeQW¶V CRUe\ SP\Wh (SURQRXQced SPiWh), Black SWaU¶V
PaQageU, lRRked RQ, QRW VeePiQg WR eQjR\ hiPVelf Zhile fieldiQg XSdaWeV
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RYeU Whe ShRQe UegaUdiQg Be\¶V ZheUeabRXWV. The dela\ had hiP iQ a kiQd Rf
SaQic.

WheQ Be\ fiQall\ aUUiYed ZeaUiQg a YeUViRQ Rf Whe ³claVV\ ZaUUiRU Sackage,´
hiV e[SlaQaWiRQ, ZhaWeYeU iW ZaV, fell RQ deaf eaUV.

³YRX gRW PiViQfRUPaWiRQ!´ \elled SP\Wh. ³YRX gRW PiViQfRUPaWiRQ!´

ChaVWeQed, Be\ WheQ WRRk Whe VWage WR jRiQ KZeli iQ Whe VRQg ³AVWURQRP\
(8Wh LighW),´ Whe fiUVW WUack Rff Whe albXP.

AV Whe VRQg caPe WR a clRVe aQd Whe\ ZeUe WRgeWheU RQce agaiQ, KZeli
aQQRXQced: ³I ZaQW WR ZelcRPe YaViiQ Be\ WR Whe VWage!´ He gRW Whe QaPe
UighW, bXW I caQ¶W iPagiQe WheUe ZaVQ¶W aW leaVW a liWWle VaUcaVP lRaded iQWR
WhaW UePaUk.

See, iW¶V difficXlW WR fiQd aQ\RQe ZhR Zill Va\ aQ\WhiQg fUaQkl\ QegaWiYe abRXW
YaViiQ Be\, Zhich fRU Whe MXVliPV ZhR kQRZ hiP VeePV iQ keeSiQg ZiWh
KRUaQic SURhibiWiRQV agaiQVW gRVViS aQd backbiWiQg, VRPeWhiQg Be\ hiPVelf
haV beeQ kQRZQ WR cRUUecW hiV fUieQdV agaiQVW. YeW aSaUW ViPSl\ fURP ZhaW
Ali Shaheed MXhaPPad VeeV aV ³Whe Za\ he caUUieV hiPVelf´ aV a MXVliP,
RU ZhaW ZaV RWheUZiVe deVcUibed WR Pe aV Be\¶V ³Za\ Rf beiQg´ ² fURP Whe
leQgWh Rf hiV SaQWV¶ cXffV aQd Whe VhiQe RQ hiV deVigQeU VhReV, WR Whe hXPiliW\
he eVSRXVeV iQ claiPiQg WR a WhRXVaQd-SlXV MXVliPV gaWheUed aW Whe MaVjid
aW-TaTZa fXQdUaiVeU WhaW he¶V iQWiPidaWed WR be ³VWaQdiQg RQ Whe VaPe VWage
aV HaP]a YXVXf´ ² Be\¶V PRVW Walked-abRXW chaUacWeUiVWic iV hiV alRRfQeVV.

DXUiQg RXU cRQYeUVaWiRQ, EiVa RichaUdVRQ WRld Pe YeU\ fUaQkl\ VRPeWhiQg I
alUead\ kQeZ: ³DaQWe¶V QRW gRRd ZiWh WiPe.´ Ali Shaheed MXhaPPad
³VWUiYe[V] QRW WR be fUXVWUaWed ZiWh hiP´ fRU beiQg QeaU iPSRVVible WR Ueach
WheVe da\V. BefRUe agUeeiQg WR VSeak ZiWh Pe, AQaV CaQRQ Ueached RXW WR
Be\ fRU SeUPiVViRQ bXW WheQ QeYeU heaUd back. (We VSRke aQ\Za\.) CaQRQ
WRld Pe he QeYeU callV Be\ SURfeVViRQall\; Be\ geWV iQ WRXch ZiWh hiP. EYeQ
Talib KZeli UaUel\ WalkV ZiWh Be\ ZheQ Whe\¶Ue QRW WRgeWheU. ³AQd if Whe Yibe
aiQ¶W UighW,´ KZeli Vaid, ³he dReVQ¶W ZRUk.´

AVked ZheWheU Whe QaPe ³YaViiQ´ SUeVeQWV aQ\ challeQge WR Be\¶V caUeeU,
KZeli, ZhR iV QRW a MXVliP, Vaid flaWl\ QR. ³I WhiQk WheUe¶V QR beWWeU WiPe fRU
hiP WR dR iW. ThiV iV cRPiQg fURP Whe gX\ ZhR¶V QaPed Talib KZeli ² P\
caUeeU¶V geWWiQg VWaUWed ZheQ Whe TalibaQ¶V blRZiQg XS bXildiQgV.´ MRUe WR
Whe SRiQW, hRZeYeU, aW leaVW iQ WeUPV Rf WheiU cXUUeQW PXVic, Be\ aQd KZeli
haYe VZRUQ Rff PajRU labelV ² QR PRUe Piddle PeQ: ³AW WhiV VWage,´ KZeli
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WRld Pe, ³Whe Black SWaU QaPe iV ZhaW iW iV, VR iW¶V like, Ze RZQ WhaW. IW
dReVQ¶W Pake VeQVe WR iQYiWe PRUe haQdV iQWR Whe SRW.´

AVked ZhaW he WhRXghW abRXW Be\¶V fXWXUe ZiWhRXW ³MRV Def,´ Ali Shaheed
MXhaPPad Vaid, ³IW¶V a µZiQ-ZiQ¶ fRU hiP,´ aQ e[SUeVViRQ W\Sicall\ XVed WR
deVcUibe a ViQgle beQeficial RXWcRPe fRU WZR cRPSeWiQg SaUWieV. SRPehRZ,
WhRXgh, ZheQ \RX¶Ue WalkiQg abRXW YaViiQ Be\ WhiV PakeV a liWWle VeQVe.

***

AV iW aSSURached 3 a.P. RQ a SaWXUda\ PRUQiQg iQ JaQXaU\, YaViiQ Be\
begaQ ZUaSSiQg XS a WUibXWe WR Whe VRXl ViQgeU aQd SReW Gil ScRWW-HeURQ,
ZhR died iQ Ma\ 2011. He¶d RSeQed ² RQ WiPe, QRW laWe ² QeaUl\ WZR hRXUV
eaUlieU ZiWh a fRUcefXl UeQdiWiRQ Rf ScRWW-HeURQ¶V ³FUee Will,´ afWeU Zhich he
UeTXeVWed a cXS Rf Wea. The cURZd aW Whe HighliQe BallURRP had WhiQQed
cRQVideUabl\ ViQce Whe RRRWV baQdleadeUɾ?XeVWlRYe fiUVW WRRk hiV Slace
behiQd Whe WXUQWableV fiYe hRXUV eaUlieU WR ZaUP XS Whe URRP. Be\ had beeQ
RQ VWage WheQ, WRR, behiQdɾ?XeVWlRYe daQciQg aQd gRRfiQg aQd abVRlXWel\
beaPiQg aW Whe J Dilla beaWV beiQg Sla\ed b\ Whe deeja\, ZhR had backed
PRVW Rf Whe SeUfRUPeUV WhaW QighW RQ Whe dUXPV, iQclXdiQg hiV fellRZ
PhiladelShiaQ Bilal, Whe GUaPP\-ZiQQiQg Va[RShRQiVW GaU\ BaUW], aQd Whe
legeQdaU\ ja]] ViQgeU JiPP\ ScRWW, ZhR¶d SeUfRUPed fURP a ZheelchaiU
SRViWiRQed iQ a cleaUiQg iQ Whe fURQW Rf Whe VWage aQd SRVed fRU ShRWRgUaShV
ZiWh Whe RWheU SeUfRUPeUV, iQclXdiQg Be\, iQ a hallZa\ jXVW Rff Whe VWage.

I VaW ZiWh UPi aV Be\ fiQiVhed hiV VeW fRllRZiQg a lRQg aQd lRRVe UeQdiWiRQ Rf
³UPi Sa\V,´ fURP BOacN RQ BRWK SLdeV, SeUhaSV hiV PRVW deeSl\ lRYed aQd
iPSRUWaQW VRQg. PhRWRgUaSheU JaPel Shaba]], ZhR VhRW ShRWRgUaShV fRU
DaYe CKaSSeOOe¶V BORcN PaUW\, a filP Be\ SeUfRUPed iQ, WRld Pe iQ aQ ePail
WhaW ³UPi Sa\V´ iV hiV ³QaWiRQal aQWheP´; afWeU MaUYiQ Ga\e¶V ³WhaW¶V
GRiQg OQ?´ iW¶V beeQ Whe ³VRXQdWUack WR eYeU\ ShRWRgUaSh I¶Ye eYeU Pade.´
IdeaV fURP ³UPi Sa\V´ ² a PRWheU WelliQg heU child ³VhiQe \RXU lighW RQ Whe
ZRUld´ ² aSSeaU aV eaUl\ iQ Be\¶V PXVic aV WhaW fiUVW U.T.D. YideR fRU
³MaQifeVW DeVWiQ\´: ³AQd Whe ZRUd iV, Whe big U gRW iW gRiQ¶ RQ /ɾ« / Ai\R, Ze
gRWWa VhiQe Whe lighW, aighW?´

WUaSSiQg XS hiV WUibXWe WR ScRWW-HeURQ, Be\ cRPbiQed ³UPi Sa\V´ ZiWh a
Uiff RQ CRlWUaQe¶V ³A LRYe SXSUePe,´ ZRUdV he VaQg aV a UefUaiQ VXch WhaW, if
\RX liVWeQed caUefXll\, Whe\ caPe WR VRXQd PRUe aQd PRUe like ³Allah¶V
VXSUePe,´ jXVW Whe VaPe Za\ Be\ cRXld WXUQ Whe l\UicV ³WR be fUee´ iQWR ³WUXl\
fUee´ iQ ³UPi Sa\V.´
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³DR \RX kQRZ ZheQ he Va\V, µI dRQ¶W ZaQQa ZULWe WKLV dRZQ,¶´ EiVa
RichaUdVRQ aVked Pe, ³aQd he¶V Va\iQg, I¶P VSeakiQg fURP P\ heaUW WR \RXU
heaUW? ThaW¶V Ueall\ DaQWe.ɾ« He QRW RQl\ VhaUeV WhaW PRPeQW, bXW he PakeV
WhaW PRPeQW belRQg WR all Rf XV.´ FURP heaUW WR heaUW, ³UPi Sa\V´ iV jXVW like
³The SalaaPV.´

AQd WhaW QighW, iQ Whe Piddle Rf iW all, aV if WR Va\ hiV RZQ fUeedRP aQd Seace
cRPeV ZiWh WhiV, VWill clXWchiQg WhaW bUighW Ued Pic, Whe QaPe D-A-N-T-E
VWill ZUaSSed aURXQd hiV ZUiVW, he VaQg RXW: ³I jXVW ZaQQa be YaViiQ.´

ScRWW KRUb LV WKe aXWKRU Rf Life iQ YeaU OQe aQd WKe fRUWKcRPLQJ LighW
ZiWhRXW FiUe: The MakiQg Rf APeUica¶V FiUVW MXVliP CRllege (BeacRQ,
2013).


